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This event took place In the third room of the Borgia
Tower occupied by the Library counting from the Library
side.
On the nineteenth of August, Giustiniani announced
the news to the Senate, and added, "to-day He was carried
de woro,1 and shewn to the people; but His corpse was
more hideous and monstrous than words can tell, and
without human form. For decency, it was kept for some
time covered; and before sunset they buried it in the
presence of two of the cardinal-deacons attached to the
palace.5'
In reading this dispatch, it must be remembered that
Giustiniani hated the Borgia; and that the Lord Alexander
P.P. VI was an old man of an obese habit of body, Who
had died of a fever in the height of summer, in a most
unwholesome quarter of the City, and at a time when
antiseptic*treatment was unknown.
The Notary of Orvieto, on his return from Rome four
days later, publicly described to his municipality all that he
had seen of the novendiali; and added that he had kissed
the feet of His Holiness in St. Peter's:2 but said nothing
of any hideous or monstrous appearance of the corpse.
Soon after death, a rumour was heard to the effect that
the Lord Alexander P.P. VI and Duke Cesare de Valenti-
nois della Romagna had died envenomed.
For three months it was only a rumour. A new Pope
was elected—Cardinal Francesco de' Piccolhuomini of
Siena, who took the name of the Lord Pius P.P. Ill out
of respect to His Uncle, the Lord Pius P.P. II,3—and
was dead after a two months' reign.
1	Le. in the usual manner, with all the ceremonies required for
the obsequies of the pontifical cadaver: not surreptitiously or with
maimed rites as some have said.
2	A dead Pope lies in state'in the Chapel of the Trinity in St
Peter's, surrounded by unbleached wax tapers, and with the feet
protruded through the screen for the osculations of the faithful
8 Enea Silvio Bartolomeo de' Piccolhuomini, 1458-1464.

